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Thf Gold Barometer recorded the eur-

render of Metz with the figure 1 11^, Tvhich is
the lowest since last spring, or before tbe
European war bugan.

Napoleon, i' is ssi-l, will probably be s<»nt
to Elba. How history repeals itself in these
atirring times! One, eve.i without a very
vivid imagination, could readily imagine him¬
self living in the early years of (he century^
Secretary Cox took leave of his Cabinet

colleagues yesterday, and will retire from his
position iu the interior Department on Monday.
Commissioner Delauo will enter upon his
duties as Secretory ol .ho Interior on Tuesday
next.

College Journalism..la a mimtfbr of the
most prominent colleger in the United States
the publication of local journals has become
an established fact. This is not a bad idea, if
the character of the articles that are allowed to

appear in the papers in tjuestion does not tend
too much toward the sophotnorieal style. By
becoming familiar with writing lor the press
many of our young college students may
eventually make practical journalists.a pro¬
fession that is rapidly assuming a front rank
in the higher walks of science and general
usefulness to mankind.

Spain..Now that thero is no Napoleon
Spain is getting nlo:i<? nicely. Spain, in our

judgment, is looiisii in seekiog a king; but
Spaiu ought to know her o vn affairs best.
How wond Tfnily the Germans have coma to
the rescue of Spain! The war has given
Spain liberty. She sOi^ht a liohenzoliern in
order to please Fran:e. Now she returns to
one of her first loves to please herself. To
Napoleon, from his prison at Wilhelrashiibe,
bow fanny this Spanish throne question must

now seem ! ITow iu his inmost soul hi must
trow I at Spain and tbe Hehenzollerns!

Tiik English Mission..To-day Senator
Morton dines at the White House, and, no

doubt, Ihe main subject of discussion between
tbe President and the Indiana Senator wiil be

the English Mission. The President, with his
usual caution, has j^ivt-n no Indication of his

selection of a successor to Minister Motley,
but it ij understood lhat the appointment will

ba conferred upon a Western m in. Among
tbe most jirominent nsm^s mentioned in con¬

nection with this position is that of James F.

Wilson, of Ibwa, President Grant's drst choice
f>r Secretary of State.

Tk« Mclp'm C'mIIiIm of

Her Fir«i NMrwiff.
A Vila Halo on tba rnckv »>row
Wlitcn look* o'er sea Intra KmUihU,
Ami Hliip« l»jr tlioiiHumU h«v beiuw,
Ami men in nations.all wore liU.
Me connte<i litem at break of Oar.
Ami wlteu lire sua set, wtte.e were tltey?

Thia is Byron's graphic summing up of the
invasion of Greece by Xerxes. and the defeat
mid dispersiou of hi* fleets and armies. Th*»
picture, however, may be aptly applied to
the lute advance of the armies of Napoleon
upon Germany and their annihilation as a

milHar; force. On tbe 'Jd of August, at the
head of an army inlinitely stronger than that
of th« Kino; of Persia, the French Emperor,
nt the pretty little German frontier town of
Saarbruck, give tbe Prince Imperial it's
"baptism of fir",-' and then retired with the
young lad to his headquarters at. Motz to
report to tho Empress Regent In Paris his
first engagement of the campaign fjr Berlin
as a prosperous beginning. Mis armies on
that day, stretching from Motz to and along
the German border from Saarbruck up to
Strasbourg, numbered three hundred and fifty
thousand men. T!ie soldiers of (h it army hud
the reputation or the best disciplined, armed
and equipped, und tho prestige of tbe finest
soldiers in the world. On the 2d o! Sept; m-
ber. nevertheless, ?f!er being shttlered ia
many buttles, one half the remainder of that
splendid army, with fifty thousand fresh
troops as reinforcements, was captured, wi'h
the Emperor, at Redan, and the other hull'
was shut up within the fortifications of Met*.
Thus within the brief space of a month the

prestige of Napoleon the Third as the arbiter
of Europe, and the fame and tho name of his
armies as the imperial Romans revived, were
scattered to the winds, and consternation and
chaos eclipsed '.ho gay pleasures of Paris. A
month later and we tlnd, while the late impe¬
rial dictator of peace or war is a prisoner amid
the mockeries of a royal palace beyond ti.e
Rhine, and while the Empress aud the poor
bewildered little Prince Imperial are eating
the bread of exiles b^youd tha British Chan¬
nel. Paris itself, with its two millions of peo¬
ple and its two hundred and fifty-two thou¬
sand soldiers, Is as closely invested by the
German legions «s was the little city of Jeru¬
salem by Titus eighteen hundred years ago.
We find the provisional republican gorornment
of France partly In Paris and part, in Tour.i,
over a hundred miles nway, and tho only
mode of communication between these two
divisions the bazardoua and uncertain balloon.
Yesterday the/ had Uie news in California,

in Cuba, Egypt and Bangui of the surrender
of the strong city of Mel z, with an a. my of
one hundred and fifty thousand men, includ¬
ing several nnrshals of Franc.) and the
last of the flower of her imperial troop*,
brouzed and hardened to war in their cam¬

paigns in Algeria, Italy, Mexico and the
Crimea. To-day the great and powerful
uat ion of France, with her forty millions of
people, is in reality m helpless* against the
astounding military strength of Ger¬
many as wa3 distracted Mexico la the
grasp of Bazalne. There is something that
appalls us, somethiug that we can hardly
real,re, and wuicn wo cannot comprehend, in
the startling tacts that the internal defence of
the first military nation on the globe is tn-d;ty
reduced to the guerilla warfare of Mexi.o
against. IJazaine, and that Bazaine, wltli a

hundred and litty thousand of the finest sol-
<lier* of France, chassepots and all, h <s snr-

rendered as in;j;lorio:isly as Napoleon.
Incredible, however, as these fuc's may

appear, Fuey are before us, ar.<l before prog-
trate, bleeding and siarviag Franco, in all
their gloominess, and they must be recognized
by France, or she may be utterly destroyed as

an independent. State. Was not Poland at ono

time the great central Power of Europe,
stretching from the Black Sea to the Baltic?
Did she not, throngh Sobieski, in a gr<!at
crisis of peril to Vienna and to Cental and
Western Europe, expol the audacious Turk,
who, with his splendid army of three hun¬
dred thousand men, counted upon a march
over the Continent? And where is Poland
now.' What interest, we may next inquire,
have t'.e governing feudal aristocracy of Eng¬
land, what iuterest has the royal house of
Austria, or even that of Italy, In interposing a

helping hand to the present French republic?
They have none of them any mora interest
in this matter than the Czar of Russia, save in
the maintenance of what they call "the
balance of power."
They may not consent to tha absorption of

France by Germany, bat it is apparent that'
they will consent to the red iction of France to
that last extremity of prostration in which she
will bo compelled to accept the government
dictated by Kins William. What government

[ will that be should France be reduced to this
humiliation ? Will it be the Bonapartes or tho
Bourbons? It may be the Bourbons; but
there is a mystery about Bazalne which points
to die Bonapartes. Tho present government

I'ranee, then, should at once proceed to a

treaty ol peace with Count Bismarck on the

j best term3 that can be obtained, through such
assistance as in their selfishness the neutral
Powers may be ready to give, to arrest this
fearful military power of Genuauy.

I>ut with part ol this French provisional
government in Paris and part in Tours aud on

the move it cannot be got together. Let a

shorter method, then, bo adopted. Let
General Trochu, then, assume the responsi¬
bility and organize a new provisional govern¬
ment in Paris und open negotiatloas
t'»r peace, In view of the Imperative
necessity of suving France fiom chaos, and
the imperative duty of saving the two millions
ot souls in Paris from starvation, and he may
save Paris and save France and secure the
republic. The surrender of Metz will add one
hundred thousand man to the army iuvesting
Paris, and will furnish one hundred and liftv
thousand men for the spoliation of Lyons and
Southern France generally. For warlike pur¬
poses France after Sedan may be compared to
our late Southerrconi'ederaey after the sur¬

render of Lee; aud if so, Fraacj after Metz
may be likened to said confederacy after the
surrender of Jo Johnston. Against Von
Moltke and the sev<*n hundred thousand
effective soldiers of the German alliance
Franca is practically disarmed. Peace be¬
comes now the llrst consideration and the first
duty oi the governing men of France, because
it is Uieir first necessity; and, Bazaino being
entirely thrown aside, Genial Trochu, with

- tbo Army of Paris at his back, is ouster of the

position. II3 hit the power. In assuming the
responsibility, to exult himself and to make a

peace which wiil eud tho Bufferings- and mili¬
tary disaster* p.'id spoliation'* of France and
secure the republic.
Tlio Wnr SiitiHiioH.TIix (Surrender «f Mrlfa
The capitulation of Mctz is now said to have

included one hundred and seventy-three thou¬
sand prisoner*.a blow at the military power
ot' Franco more disastrous than Sedan. It
completely obliterate-. lite regular ariny and
deprives France of two more of its most capa-
bio geu»ruls.Hazalne and Canrobert. There
seems to be no further hope of a successful
resistance, except lo enthusiastic France,
whose sangnine temperament probably even
in such a cri.-i's a?* the present hope* ugainst
hop®. Wo hear as yet nothing from the
authorities oi France as lo the views they hold
regarding peace under the changed prospect.
With Met* no longer theirs, nearly two huu-
dr«d thousand ot' their skilfully trained sol¬
diery prisoners, tlie services of two of their
most competent marshals rendered null, what
is there to l«opr> for ? It is stated that the
Fivach hare refused the German terms of an
armis'.ice ; but th.it tho surrender ot' Metz
may have the clfcct of changing
(heir views in that matter. There certainly
seems to b" but one way now to prevent the
bombardment of Paria, and that is by adopt¬
ing terms of peaee. Nevertheless from all
s-yiions of the republic come reports of desul¬
tory fighting, of tli3 same useless character,
unconnected with any determined effort to
relieve l'aris or to save the republic, that the
French have apparently looked to over since
Sedan a3 the only means of resisting the
enemy. There is skirmishing on the Loire,
near Orleans, and another great battle is said
to be imminent there. A stout resistance at
Mtzieres is made; Amiens is zealous
in providing means of defonco; tha Francs-
tlreurs are especially active and have suc¬
ceeded in capturing a provision train, and
more partially successful sorties hava been
made from Paris. But these are of no import¬
ance beside the great Prussian victory at Metz.
That one suocess would overshadow aad neu¬
tralize a thousand of tho desultory and de-
tnched victories that seem to content the
French. Poor France has been defeated, not
through her want of zeal or courage, not
through the gallantry of her soldiers or the
sulf-sacritioing spirit of her citizens or her
statesmen, but Ihrough the deplorable lack of
organization left her is an imperial legacy.
She can make p< 39 without shame, hot. her
maho it.

Tbr l»r*M »f Home KevoluilimUcit.A True
riiilCMopbrr in H«h Counting Koow.

Ail the leading journals of Florence, with
the majority of tlie minor lights of the Italian
national press, are preparing for an early emi¬
gration to Rome, tho capital ol the kingdom.
The centre of executive power will thus bo
uiHdo the focus of political enlightenment.
The scapular and breviary will be retired from
the Capitol to the cloister and tho sanctuary,
and their place3 ba supplied by the lever of
th* priullng press and the free sheets of inde¬
pendent morning newspapers. While the
monks avo repeating their Paters busy news¬
boys will b* hallooing "extra*," which will
report the progress of the world in brief notes
by electricity, the genius and faith of Galileo
be pvended and consoled equally by the
triumph

°

aid fulfilment of the prophecy
of ruck. The Italian occupation of
Rome has in truth revolutionized the
newspaper pre?* of the Holy City
most completely. Tho revolution is a healthy
one, producing a dlsanthralmeut of mind and
n consequent independence of thought and
freedom of expression. This fact constitutes
one of the most important and cheering con¬

sequences of the recent Italian movement for
the perfection of national unity. Had his
Majesty King Victor Emanuel depended on

military force solely for his success he would
have failed eventually and wis.li certainty.
The Church can do better than that. It holds,
or endeavors to hold, the mind of the people.
The fault of the clerics, however, is that they
want to warp the human mind in one direction
and dwarf it to the statu? ol an unreasoning
acceptance of "accomplished facts.'" Inde¬
pendent journalism, intelligently exercised,
neutralizes the efforts of the ecclesiastioal
aspirations in this direction, and inasmuch as

civil freedom advances so does independent
journalism flourish. Rome supplies to-day
an encouraging attestation of this
great fact. The bigoted i»nd intole¬
rant newspapers, which had been
subsidized by the clergy for such a lengthened
pcirio !, have been extinguished in the breath ol
the p'lebimtum. The Osscrm'ore Romano,
the organ of tho Jesuits, "sold out" imme¬diately? The Civilta C'aUolica closed its office
and the Giornale di Home, has disappeared.
These journals have been succeeded by the
Liberia and the UarMtn Offleiuie. The
Roman people will henceforth be enlightened
by a free press and the steam engine of the
press room. They will read »nd "inwardly di¬
gest," and thus will they learn to be really free,
happy and industrious and contented.
A special writer in Rome has called our atten¬

tion to this happy change and at the same time
to the existence of a newspaper philosopher, a

real curiosity, a man sui generis. This is the
veteran distributor wlto bands out the papers
across the counter in the governmon premises
ia Via della Stamperla. This old man has wit¬
nessed revolutions. Thirty years ago ho gave
out the still damp copies of the official journal
of Gregory XVI. to the people; he has sold tho
same paper for Pius IX. (when liberal); for the
Roman republic; for Pius IX. (when reaction¬
ary), and to-day ha takes his pinch of su.rf
and sells it for tbe King and a "solidified
people. That man is a real good Catholic,
lie kuows that "order is Heaven's first law,
and acts on the principle of "what is U best.

Management of Central Park. O.ia of
tho city papers makes serious charges against
the management of Central Park. This is
merely the claptrap incident to an electioneer-
in - campaign, and should not be entertained

1 for a moment by any class of our citizens. If
the charges alleged be true why not produce
the proofs, or cease altogether this silly
twaddling, that is only calculated to bring
into contempt its authors, and to belittle in
the minds of strangers one of tho most beauti¬
ful places of public fesort and Innocent recrea¬

tion In th* world?

Weatint «if ftie Amrrlcitn AinociitlAB .f

iorial Hcbnvf.

It ii refreshing to turn from the petty ami
personal interests involved in party elections
to the delit>erate consideration of the underly¬
ing principles of our political and social ny3-
tom. The ninth session of the American Social
Scieuce Association at Philadelphia affords us

an opportunity of doing this. Many a practi¬
cal politician, so-called, nrght be edified by
(he papers read on Tuesday before this associ¬
ation. Such a politician would, moreover, be
surprised at the direct bearing which many
of them had upon the most urgent practical
questions which can demand his attention. The
very titles of the papers indicate the actuality
of the speculations advanced by their writers.
"Alining Legislation" was elaborately treated
by Mr. E:kley B. Coze; the "Annexation of
Canada," by Mr. E. H. Derby; "Minority Re¬
presentation in Europe," by Mr. Thomas Hare,
of London; "Houses for Workingmen and
Women," by Mr. George B.Emerson; "Civil
Service Reform," by Mr. J. T. Rosengarten,
and "Electoral Reform," by ex-Senator C. R.
Buckalew. The subjects ou Wednesday were

"The Press, its Relations and influences," by
Mr. G. II. Yeoman, who failed to estimate
duly the real object and power of the news¬

paper press ; th9 "Relations of Business Men
to National Legislation," Mr. II. A. Mill; the
"Relations of Capital and Labor in England,"
by A. J. Mundella, M. P.; "The Study of Social
Science," by Mr. Lowrie, and "American
Chartography," by Professor J. D. Whitney.
On Thursday the Social Science Convention
closed ils session nfter listening to papers on

"Art Schools," by Mr. C. C. Perkins; "The
Theory of the Civil Scrvice," by Mr. Brinton
Coxa; "Tha Evidence of Experts," by Pr.
Isaac Ray ; "International Law," by Mr. J.
Wheaton, and a concluding address by
31r. Eliot. Without eudorsing all the views
set forth in thesu interesting papers, it is but
fair to say that their range of topics is so ex¬
tensive as to justify amply the assertion of
Judge Strong in alluding to tho magnitude of
the work uudertaken by the association and
nil other similar associations, that no other
department of science presents so wide a field
for investigation, and no other promises a

richer harvest,

IlitttrioniR Art In hrw York.
War has closed the theatres of Paris. The

London ata je is darkened by the almost total
eclipse of its ancient glories. But New York,
which contains a larger aud more eager
theatre-going population than any European
city, may now boast of an extraordinary
variety of dramatic and magical attractions.
The Hbrai.d duiiy advertises no less than
twenty-five theatres and concert balls. Nils-
son, Seebach, Janausehek, Jefferson and Lea
Silly, to mention no other conspicuous names,
have rendered the opening of the present sea¬

son exceptionally brilliant. Fraiseworthy
attempts have been made to extend tha recog¬
nized influonce of the histrionic ai t in kindling
the imagination, widening the sympathies and
exalting the conceptions by ".lie living magic
of the eye, the tone and the action." Mana¬
gers and actors should learn, however, that
the public appetite grows by what it feeds
upon. The daintier and the moro abun¬
dant tha supply the more delicate
and exacting the tasto becomes. The
public oan no longer be satisfied with the old
"star" system, which has wrought infinite
harm both in England and in America. The
demand is increasing for thoroughly organized
and permanent s.'ock companies, that shall
adequately support the moit distinguished per¬
formers. Completeness and snlendor in
scenery, costume and all stage appointment!
aro now required. Above all, the defective
traininjj which most actors aud actresses bi-
tray in voice, attitude, movement, expression
and gesturo, their blind adherence to conven¬

tional tricks, their neglect of the simplest and
most obvious requirements of stage business,
their Ignorance of tbe principles, laws and
rules on which good actiug depends.in fine,
their lack of a scientific basis of art.a basis
which most of our sculptors and paint *rs also
lack.are awakening disappointment and
disgust.
No remedy for such deplorable defects can

be effectual except a school of art, or, rather,
of arts, inasmuch as all the arts have affini¬
ties which subject them to similar conditions.
To such a school actors, preachers, lecturers,
political orators, sculptors and painters miglit
all resort for the patient study of scientific
methods, like, for instance, those porfeoted by
Delsarte, the teacher of the fimous Rachel.
Father Hyacinthe, together with French and
English statesmen and European celebrities in
every branch of art, have boen numbered
among the pupils of this greatest modern
master of the science of expressing and
delineating human thought and emotion. One
of the most zealous of Delsarto's disciples, a

cultivated and wealthy young American, who
was to have made his first appearance at the
Th^fitre Franeais this winter, but whoso plans
were interrupted by the war, has just
returned from Paris to Now York. Delsarte
predicted for this favorite pupil a most suc¬

cessful career should he become a profeB-
sional actor. If bis own enthusiasm should ba
shared by Intelligent capitalists we might hope
soon to see established in this city a school of
histrionic art over which Delsarte himself
might be invited to preside. .Such a school
would afford rare opportunities to develop the
latent genius which, as private theatricals
have already demonstrated, really exists among
the youug ladies and gentlemen of New York,
as well as to encourage and aid the ambition
of aspirants for professional excellence and
distinction. New York would have thus made
a great advance towards becoming what it is
manifestly destined to be.a true art centre
of the world.
Removal of the National Capital Con-

ventios..The convention lately held in Cin¬
cinnati for the purpose of encouraging the
movement for the removal of the national capi¬
tal from Washington to some point in the val¬
ley of the Mississippi was a stupid failure, as

it deserved to be. It has taken more than
seventy years and the expenditure of hundrdds
of millions of treasure to erect tbe public
buildings now ornamenting the national capi¬
tal, and the present generation, we are in¬
clined to think, is in no disposition to incur
an addition to our already enormous indebt-
edaess by such a foolish undertaking as that
CvMiUmolatod by the Cincinnati QvnvQcaUon.

Washington is at this moment nearer to the
Pacific coast than it was to Uoatoa only a quar¬
ter of a century ago. Th«' facilities for rapid
communication between the most distant parts
of the country are beiug improved every day,
and wo hope in a short time to have occasion
to anuounce that the modes of transit between
New York aud the national capital have been
increased at least twofold aud with a corre¬

sponding reduction in the rates of fare.

Tb« Appcnl of flit) (Jt-rmait Widow#.
From several of the Prussian provinces

there has gone up to Merlin a powerful appeal
for peaco that must touch the tenderest sym¬
pathies of Couut Bismarck and King William.
It is the voice of destitute widowed mothers
in favor of themsclvos and tlieir half-orphan
children. This petition against the further
prosecution of the war has been signed by
thirty-five thousand seven hundred and iifty-
three widows in Westphalia, Rhenish Prussia
and Hanover.widows whose husbanils had
been slain in battle, leaving thein with sefrenfy-
eight thousand seven hundred and sixty chil¬
dren in imminent peril of starvation. In lan¬
guage beautiful in its simplicity, terrible in
its truthfulness and melting in its pathos,
those sorrowing and suffering German women

point out tha sad industrial and social conse¬

quences of tha war and implore Kiug William
to sparj his people any further aggravation of
them. Many of the factories iu which those
women might have hoped to procure employ¬
ment are closed; funds that under other cir¬
cumstances might have been applied to their
relief are usou by the government for the pro¬
secution of the war. Their condition could
hardly have been warse than it is at present
had the German armies been defeated aud tho
Fatherland invaded by the French; and now
the only hope they have against titter indi¬
gence and death is in the speedy re-establish -

ment of peace.
We In this country can heartily sympathize

with theso stricken families of Germany as
well aB with those of France. In our war of
the rebellion there was hardly a home through¬
out the couulry that did not feel the effects of
the ravages of war.hardly a woman who
was not called upon to mourn tli9 loss of hus¬
band, son, father, brother or dearest friend.
Already the loss of life in France and Prussia
has been proportionately greater than it was
with us, while the do3truct:ou of properly iu
France has been fir more extensive than it
was in the South. It will require perhaps a

quarter of a century for Franee to recover from
much of the injury indicted on her during the
summer of this year, while some of the looses
she has sustained can never be rostored. The
victories which tho Prussians have achieved
have been dearly bought, for the destruction
of human life has been givatoron the Prussian
side than on the French. When Napoleon HI.
declared war against his royal rival for
national supremacy the war spirit in Germany
rone to the highest point. Hut now war songs
have given place to prayers for peace, and
throughout the Fatherland the supplications of
stricken widows and orphans, bereaved by the
loss of loved ones and threatened with extrem-
est want, rise high abovo all the rumors and
whispers about proposed peace negotiations
that come across to us from England a<id the
Continent. The best, thing for both France
and Prussia now is peace, and wo sincerely
trust that this wall of the widows and their
prayers for ptace will have the desired effect.

Jlojal Cuvrtciiirn In the limpres*.
It was a plensaut and consoling episode in

the history of Eugenie's exile, that visit of the
Prince aud Princess of Wales to the roumntio
old mansion at Chiselhurst on Wednesday to
pay their respects to the lallen Empress.
Stripped of her high rank, banished from the
home where she ruled iu most royal fashion
for so many years, this visit to her Engl&j
home by the heir to the throne of England an<
his princess must have been soothing to hei
wearied and disturbed heart. The visit had a

twofold significance, for it wa3 not ouly an act
of private friendship, but a visit of state, in
which the Qaecn, though not present, was

represented officially by her lord chamber-
laiu, and in a kindly way by the Prince, who
was charged by his mother to renew the ex¬

pression of her sincere sympathy with the
misfortunes of the Empress. Tho young
French Prince did the honors of the occasion,
and no doubt he stood the baptism of com¬

pliments much better than he did his famous
baptism of fire at Weissenbotirg. It is meet and
proper that the ex-Empress should be thus
kindly noticed by the royul family of England.
Eugenie was always a good, lovable woman,
both in her private and her public sphere, who
earned for herself everywhere the respect of
the world. Even those who do not love the
imperial system which gave her a throne and
a crown do not refuse their sympathy to her
now that she has lost both.

The Dagger of Christians in China..
It will be seen from our telegraphic desp itches
to-day that the Christian population in
China.European and American.aro iu great
danger. It is said that a day ha? been fixed
for a general attack on all the Christians in
the empire. If Chiua is able in this civilized
age to repeat the St. Bartholomew massacre
it will not be good for China; but Great
Britain, Russia and the United States will not
be free from blame. It is evident that the
Chinese people are under some horrible
priestly influence, and Ihit if Ihoy are not
restrained they will do some terrible work.
It is high time that the three Powers just
mentioned were taking vigorous steps to pro¬
tect life and civilization in Clran.

Seebaoii'b Farewell..This evening Marie
Seebach give3 her farewell performance in
New York prior to her departure for fresh
fiolds of success in the West. To-night she
essays that difficult Shakspearlan character,
Katharine, in "The Taming of the Shrew."
This iB her first attempt at interpreting
Shakspearv; iu America. She has been pro¬
nounced by critics in Germany, where
Shakspeare found liis best translators and
interpreters, at almost unequalled in tb.s
role. There will undoubtedly bo much
interest felt to hear tho groat tragedienne in
this play. She has reached the highest point
of sublimity and produced the finest touches
of nature in such parts as Mario Stuart, Jane
Eyre, Adrienne, Valerie and Marguerite, ller
first rendition of Shakspeare will bo a novelty^
oa t}u» of bee deoarture.

VVoi'Vlnir" mf Our Flrn Dtpartamt.
If figures' vrove anything the/ prove that the

Fire Departuxe^i of this city, under ita preaanf
management, ia a jrell conducted jjart of oui
city government, an."i is an additional evidence
of tlio efficiency of the departments created bf
the Charter passed by the laat Legislature.
The Board of Fire Commissioners are certainlf
entitled to a good deal of credit for the
in which the department haa been managed;
It appears that during the nix months of 1869.
from April to September.the losses by fim
were $1,376,510, while during the same
mouth* under the new management there iraf
a decrease in the losses of $261,225.When we remember that the members of tha
new organization went into oilice oaly lull
spring there is a great deal of credit due to th«
members of the Coard and to the president.Me. Hitcbman, for the satisfactory results.
The telegraph alarm has contributed gveailj

to the suppression of lires by enabling tua
active force of llromen to reach the aceaa
of disaster quickly. At present the fire alarm
extends no farther up town than Fourtaenth
street. Considering the danger, which is at
any time imminent, of terrible conflagration#
in the numerous manufacturiug establishment®
in the upper end of thu isianJ, it seems necetw

s.iry that t'io lire telegraph line should be ex¬
tended to the extreme po:nt of the island.
The Fire Department lima, in the reported

figures, presents a very satisfactory record j
and, iadeed, the same may be said of all tho
other public departments.the Department of
Parks, of Public Works, the Department o(
Piers and Docks, and the Department o4
Health. If they continue as they have begun
to perform the duties required of them th#
public will have reason to be content that thq
city ia governed with a view to the comfort#
of the people in the beautiful parks, the safctjt
of properly. In the reduction of disasters bf
fire, and in the general improvements of tha
metropolis.

A UriiTM Little Fitf'K.
A memorable episode of the Franoo-Prua.

shn war was the brave little fight which prei
ceded the capture of CMteaudun. Barrioadei
were erected aud for ten hours tho invading
hosts were stoutly resisted. The determine*!
but unsuccessful attempt of the seven thou-,
sand inhabitants to defend their homes ciiij
to miud scenes which Spain so often presented
during the Peninsular campaign, when th<
eutire people of a town or village, priestaj
nobles, lawyers, doctors, traders, and oveq
the women and children, fought gallant Ij
against the foe. If every town and village it!
France could be aroused to a similar spirit of
resistance tho Prussians might be driven ouf
of Prance, or, at least, their very victoriei
would be so costly as to induce thein to heal?
Ute beiore entering on a winter campaign^
ChUteaudun was delightfully situated on" a
hillside. Rebuilt in 1723, after a terrible fir«
by which it was almost entirely destroyed, it*
numerous tanneries and factories of woolleq
good3 and ot hats, its active trade iu cattle.'
wlaefl and hemp, and its well-constructe<J
houses, gave it quite a modern look. Its prim
cipal historical monument was its chateau, a
precious edifice of the tenth century, once tht
property of the Duke do Luynes, constable o(:
France and flr3t minister of Louis XIII. The
S*inte Chapelle, the churches of the Madeleine,
or St. Vak'rien, of St, Jean, of Notre D.ime du
Chandd and tho ruins of Notre Dame do U
Boissicros, w^ro all interesting to the tourist.
But antiquities and modern improvements
have all suffered a common fate at the hands
of tbe vandals who, not satisfied with captur¬
ing Ch;Ue»uduB, have b.irnod it to the ground;
Ax Eastern Question..Athens has just

been agitated by severe shocks of earthquake
and the inhabitants astonished by the display
of brilliaut lights overhead at night.
Hon. Fernando Wood's Opinion of Gkno

ekal Grant. Mr. Wood, to a detachment of
the Tammany turnout on Thursday night,
said, in the course of a pretty lengthy
harangue, that iu his opinion General Grant'
Is a man totally devoid of executive capacityJ
without a single qualification for the discharge
)f his important duties;" that "it is difficult to'
.onceive a person more unqualified than Gen¬
ual Grant for his present position;" that'
'mediocrity exhibits itself in all he doesthat
'lonbtless a3 a soldier he had stubborn cour^

a;c, but so has a bulldog; but no one woul<|
tlmk of making a bulldog President in con¬
science;" that, "in short, General Grant
ant.his administration are failures, lamentable
andlgnominious failures," and so on. This i«
tho Hon. Fernando Wood's opinion; and,
beinj one of those learned judges who pro-
nouued the war against the rebellion a "fail-
ure,"\othing more need be said on tho sub¬
ject.

1 oo Jucii Cold Water.The speech of
Ho; ati«S(iyniour.all about the State canals.*
to tho Tifctnany democracy the other night.
It was lik a wet blanket over the shoulders of
"the boys; already drenched through with
the rain.

New Yoit; Repeaters are to bo headed off
at the next Action if there is any virtue id
the new fedral election law. The mattetf
was discussi?* at a full meeting ot
President Gint's Cabinet yesterday,
when it wa* determined that the law
should bo stritfy aU(| impartially enforced,
without detriment the rights of any voters,
and, ii necessar, the military forces of tho
government are t be called npon to aid gov-'
ernment officers i the discharge of their
duties. It is not at^i likely that any serioua
disturbances will ed«e from the enforcement,
of this election law,u,ieS3 provoked by hot¬
headed partisans wl*0 prospects of succes#
may be endangered b* fHir t.xpreasion of tha
popular will.

The West India an Panama Cable.-.
Sir Charles Bright, fc projector of tho-
VVrost ludia and Panamarble, has been re¬
ceived in Colombia with <«,. arm*. His re-'
ception at Colon on the >th inst. was most
enthusiastic, and the Coleman Legislature^
in order to show its apprecijon of tho cable
entorprise, has voted to defr»th(J cxpeuaeo or
suitable acknowledgment gjr Qiarlos
Bright'$ labors. Such a di^u^n on tll0
part, of tho Colombian autlVitje9 8peaka
loudly in their favor, and exh^ta a 8trong
desire to encourage peaoeful ente^o,, ^hat
tho cable, which is to link Colon^ jainaioa
and thus place the isithmua lu iuijt^ oouuulllI


